
Secticm 1030 Emergency Escape and Rescue 

1030.1 Genernl 

In add;t;on to the means of egress required by this chapter, emergency escape and rescue openings shall be provided in the following occupancies: 

1. Group R-2 occupancies located in stor;es with only one exit or access to only one exit as perm;tted by Tables 1006 . .3.3(1) and 1006 . .3.3(2). 

2. Group R-3 and R-4 occupancies. 

Basements and sleeping rooms below the fourth story abovegrade plane shall have not fewe1· than one exterior eme1gencyescape and rescue 
opening in accordance with this section. Where basements contain one 01· m01·e sleeping rooms, emergency escape and rescue openingsshall be 

required in each sleeping room, but shall not be 1·equired in adjoining areas of the basement. Such openings shall open directly into a public wayor to 

a yard or courtthat opens to a public way 

Exceptions: 

1. !1: C:~tcups F<.-: dr.d F<.-2 occupa::c1e.s cDns:Jucted c:f -ry: ~e 1, T:y-pe :!/\ -~ype. ill/\ D:- ry;.:e I\' cc:nst:·uctlo:: equipped t!:tcug/:Dut vv1-u: a1: 

3;.:prc::-Je.cl autD:T:atlc s;.::inkier syste:-n acco:-cl0r.ce. V..ilth ·sectlo:: 90J. 3. ·1 .1. 

2, Gn_:.!Up F(2_1 occupanc:es rr:eethg UK: :::.:qu:n_~~rn~n:.:s fur d::.:i,:_iyeJ e.~ress :r~ acccrJ,:_i~1:..:e vv1th Sect1un ·: 010J _~L8 ::-1ay hav::.: G~ .. H-~rabi::.: 
vvhdGvvs th(::l a:e bn.=:,:_ik(::b!~~ h sl::.:~~plng :":"JG~n:_; penr:ar:~~n:.:iy n.~st:·ict1:.:d tu a rr:a>:i::-1urr: :..rf 4--1nch op~~n posi:.:ion_ 

3. Basementswith a ceiling he;ght of less than 80 inches (2032 mm) shall not be requ;red to have emergency escape and rescue 

openings. 

4. Emergency escape and rescue openings a re not required from basements or sleeping rooms that have an exit door or exit access 
door that opens directly into a pubiic way or to a ya1·d, court or exterior exit balcony that opens to a public way 

5. Basement.5without habitable spaces and hav;ng not more than 200 square feet (18.6 m2) in floor area shall not be required to have 

emergency escape and rescue opening~ 

6. Within individual dwe!imgand sleeping units in Groups R-2 and R-3, where the building is equipped throughout with an automatic 
sprinkler system installed in acco1·dance with Section 903.3.1.1, 90.3.3.1.2 01· 903.3.1.3, sleeping rooms in basements shall not be 

requi1·ed to have emergency escape and rescue openings provided that the basement has one of the following: 

6.1. One means of egress and one eme1gencyescape and rescue opemng. 

6.2. Two means or egress: 

f..~:=L 11: Gr;_)up R-22 c;c.r:upa:1e1~.<; a cr=:rff~:;d frr=: ~-'.~~cape i~~ accr=:ptabi~:; a-=-~ a s~::cc;nd;_:ry :-near.:; nf ~::g:-~_<;s fry r=:Yi':-~ti:·:g t.:uiid! \:1
::; 

fo:-- th> '::r=:et.lr.i:·: of tl:e cc;d~:;, 

1030.1.1 Operntii::ma! constraints and opening rnntrn! devices 

Emergency escape and rescue openingsa::d 3r.y exit doo(s sh a Ii l:.~e. IT:dinta:ned free c:f any cbst(uctiDns c:ti'~e( ti:.:::n those z;:licv..,.'e.cl by ti:!s sectlo:: 

.0i11d shall be operational from inside the room without the use of keys or tools. Window-opening control devices complying with ASTM F2090 shall 

be petTnitted for use on windows serving as a 1·equired emergency escape and rescue opening. The 1·elease 1T1eclv;;-,isrn shall be n1ai11tai112cl 

opei-able .:it all ci:-nes. 

Such ba1·s. griils, g1-.1tes .0i11y s1:-11d;;:· devices si1;;li be equi::;::1ed with ·oil approved e>:tETior :·elease device for use by the fli-E' dep,1il"t:-ne11t o"IY 

v-.k1er. te.qu!(ed by the. authD:·!ty hd;/]::g~:u:-isd:ct!cn. 

Vv'here se.cu(:ty bats ibu(gl.:::t ba(s) a(e :r.stz;:lie.cl on en:e.:·ge::cy eg(ess ancl (escue vv!ndo'..vs c;:· doo(s, on c:r z;:ftet juiy ·1, 2.UDO, suci: devices shaii 

co:-n;.:iy· i..\r:ti: C0ilfc1:·1:1.::: 3uiidir.g StancL:H-cls Code, h1:·t ·: 2., Ci:.:::pte.:- 12.-J a::d othe( 3ppi!cabie p:-Civ:slons cf F-1:-t 2.. 

t~f.Ept~on: Crc:up F<· ·1 Dccupdr.c!es p:-ovided vvith IT:onito:·ed fi:·e. s;.:rin!•.ler syste:-n in accc1:-cl0nce. V\.'lth Sectio:: 903.2.B ancl des:g::ed !:< 

,:y:co:dar.ce \·Viti: ~~r:-F'A ·13 ::1ay havr=: r.ip~_'.rv:bl~.'. v/1:dow':: p~_'.rrna1:e1:Uy :-~_'.'.;t:-!ch:;.i ~-o a n:axl:-r:un: (1-i:1cr·1 ( 02 n·:1::) np~:;:: po:;i~·ic;::, 

1030.2 Minimum size 

Emergency escape and rescue openingsshall have a minimum net clea1- opening of 5.7 square feet (0.5.3 m2). 
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Exception: The minimum net clea1· opening for grade.floor emergency escape and rescue openingsshall be 5 square feet (0A6 m2). 

1030.2.1 Minimum dimensions 

The minimum net clear opening height dimension shall be 24 inches (610 mm). The minimum net clear opening width dimension shall be 20 inches 

(508 mm). The net clear opening dimensions shall be the result of normal ope1·ation of the opening. 

1030.3 Maximum height from 

floor 

Emergency escape and rescue openingsshall have the bottom of the clea1· opening not greater than 44 inches (1118 mm) measu1·ed from the floor. 

1030.4 Window 

wells 

An emergency escape and rescue opening with a finished sill height below the adjacent grnund level shall be provided with a window well in 

accordance with Sections 1030.4.1 and 1030A.2. 

1030.4.1 Minimum siz.e 

The minimum horizontal area of the window well shall be 9 square feet (0.84 m2), with a minimum dimension of 36 inches (914 mm). The area of 

the window well shall allow the emergency escape and rescue openingto be fully opened. 

1030.4.2 Ladders or steps 

Window wells wiH1 a vertical depth of mor·e U1an 44 ind1es (1118 rnm) shall be equipped with an approvedperrnanently affixed ladder· or steps. 

Ladders or rungs shall have an inside widU1 of not less than 12 inches (305 mrn). shall project not less than 3 inches (76 mrn) from the wall and s~1all 

be spaced not more than 18 inches (457 mm) on cente1· {o.c.) ve1·tically for the full height of the window well. The ladde1· or steps shall not encroach 

into the required dimensions of the window well by more than 6 inches (152 mm). The ladder rn· steps shall not be obstructed by the emergency 
escape and rescue opening. Ladders or steps required by this section are exempt from the stairway requirements of Section 1 011. 

1030.5 Bars, grilles, covers and screens 

Bars, gr11ies, covers, screens or similar devices are permitted to be placed over emergency escape and rescue openthgs, bulkhead enclosures or 

window wells that serve such openings, provided that the minimum net clear opening size complies with Sections 1030.1.1 through 1030.4.2 and such 

devices shall be releasable 01· removable from the inside without the use of a key, tool or force g1·eater than that which is 1·equired for normal 

operation of the emergency escape and rescue opening. Where such bars, g1·illes, covers, sue ens or similar devices are installed in existing buildings, 

they shall not reduce the net clear opening of the emergency escape and rescue opening and smoke aiarmsshall be installed in accordance with 

Section 907.2.1 0 regardless of the valuation of the alteration 
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