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At long last, the government is op1•n and the year-1•nd clinut1• reports frr-rr1 '.~· :, '.\ :rnd ;', 'i~,, ru·e out. i'i..s expected, 2cn8 was the fourth-hottest year 

011 record r.lnbally, and anothc'r neo_;·-record yt'aJ for U.S. vveat.her a11d ('fanatt' djsa::.:t<:TS All oft.be yt'an.; on .rc'co.rd that VVt'Jc' hotter or more ~hsaster­

filled came m the p:!st dec:!cle. 

To bring context to the gk•bal goal of limitlt1g warmmg to 2"C, 1-ve o_•mpnre fae global kmperattll'es to an earlier, pre-i.."'1.dustnnl 1880-1910 basek1e 

2.018's global temperahu<~s were J go"F ( J o6''C) above that bas1•lifa• -- me-re than half<N,lY th1·ff~. ·11us nude 2rn 8 the s1•cond-waxmest ye:!r on 

reoxd w1thout a.."'1 El Nifio event, behind only 2017 (El Nifio Cilll enhru1°:e warmi.."'lg, but it ,__;J_]_:_:_·_~_(':".fh'.n_ '.-~L-L'.'.-). OrJy 2016 ru1.J 20lfj were warmer 

ye:!rs, and 2•.)14 rounds out the top five. \Vith the hv1• wannest y1•ar:: on record }Mppenmg dm"'ing th1• r·ast five years -- and foe 20 W:!rrnest 

ocrUJTing over the' past 22 --- a rons1stt'nt woTming t1·end rouJd11't he' clearer Me'a11wfoJe, monthly average~t otmos_plwne C02 roncentrntHms have 

e·, t~~ .03. ~e ~f,C' m gloh:!l C02 ennss10n:-: from fos::il fo1•ls 

Vv'hile the TJ.S. had1ts L1th-warmestyearin :2018, w111sual ~J:•at ~"'!."'!. :'. 

lrnd their,~:-: ·:::r :ct ;-~·as ;1:1 :···C<l:(! 

l-furrirane::hitthe US esp1•riaJJy h:!rd, le:!dmg 2018's~-:.~~:rr·n~c· ,~db: of 14 l11lhon·doilaxweather 1mdclimate dis,1sters 1-fmTic:rnes M1chael :!nd 

Florence c;_imbmed for at least ~;49 billion in damages -- over half of the' total from the' year's indudt·d events (cost est1mates w1JJ be updated nve'l' 

time) ln :!dd1tion, the v~\·stern wildfire ::easc-n was the most expensrve ev1•r, wtth total damages of at lea::t $2-1- billwn Even foe sh1•errn1mber of 

billinn-doJJaJ e'Vents ts tdJing -- onJ:v 201 l, :::oJ6, and 2017have' had more UnJes::.; we rap1dJyreduee our clirnate-warmj11g emjssion::.:, tht·se costly 

climate disasters w1ll •_•nl:v get worse. 
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