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Abstract 

The study seeks to ascertain whether the operational definition of 
"gentrification" has an impact on the apparent extent, location and causal 
factors associated ·with the phenomenon. Four alternative definitional criteria 
are specified, based on areal changes in: proportion black, proportion college­
educated, real incomes and real property values. The stringency of the given 
change needed to qualify as gentrification is also varied. Census tract changes 
from 1970-80 in Philadelphia are analyzed. Results indicate great sensitivity in 
the number and location of "gentrified" tracts to the definition chosen and 
stringency applied. Even more importantly, the 1970 characteristics of tracts 
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by the authors. This process is experimental and 

the keywords may be updated as the learning 

algorithm improves. 
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