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ABSTRACT 

Researchers have determined many of the factors that make neighborhoods 

susceptible to gentrification, but we know less about why some gentrification­

susceptible neighborhoods gentrify and others do not. Some studies claim that 

internal neighborhood features such as historic housing stock are the most 

powerful determinants of gentrification, whereas other studies argue that a lack of 

strong affordable housing policies is the primary driver of neighborhood change. In 

this article, we move beyond a focus on singular determinants to recognize the 
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place, and policy layers best predict whether a neighborhood will gentrify. 
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